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Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, the 

wretched refuse of your teeming shore.  

Lady Liberty, one of the most iconic symbols of our nation projects this message 

proudly. My great grandfather saw this as he immigrated to America from Poland in the 

1920’s. He, like so many others, was desperately searching for hope of a brighter 

future. He didn’t know how to read or write, but yearning for a better life, he went to 

work in a leather factory, slaving away for ungodly hours until he finally had enough 

money to buy a house. This is proof that America truly is the land of golden opportunity, 

but without a strict policy on who deserves American rights and who does not, we 

indefinitely are putting outsiders before our very own citizens, and prioritizing their wants 

before our own safety. The tall statue known for her power to enlighten the world might 

be beloved, but with over 11 million illegal immigrants infesting our melting pot country, 

and invading our economic culture, security, and safety, many of our citizens are 

beginning to question the logistics of our immigration policy. There is no need to reach 

over the aisle in agreement that this is a serious problem that must be solved. Our 

borders are broken, and if we allow them to stay that way, we will see the damage. It is 

time we work together and modernize the United States Immigration Policy, and utilize 

our government’s solution-oriented leaders, because this is a crisis that truly has 

nothing to do with politics, and everything to do with the Land of the Free. The only way 

we can secure the stability, safety, and overall well-being of our country is by taking 

action with stronger border control, tough love for our current illegal residents, and 

heavily monitored visas. 

 Everyday, our Southern border is intruded. The problem is only increasing, as 

February of 2019 had the highest amount of illegal immigrants crossing the border. 

Currently, there are 21,730 border patrol agents protecting our nation, but that is no 

match to the huge masses of people who come ramming across the line. A wall seems 

outrageous to some Americans, but it is time for us to take serious action. A physical 

barrier will be in our benefit when it comes to a multitude of problems, including drug 

and illegal substance smuggling, along with human trafficking, and so much more Also, 

a wall at our Southern border will deter illegal immigration in a way that is much more 

humane than our current set up.  It is no secret that building the wall will be costly and 

timely, but there comes a point where we have to ask ourselves, what is really more 
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expensive?  Ensuring the safety of true American citizens with a barrier or risking it 

everyday and killing hopeful immigrants in the process?  

 Nearly 30% of the people in our country are immigrants. That is excluding the 

unlawful amount whom are undocumented.  People are people, but the people who are 

sneaking into America are committing a crime. Illegal immigration needs to be taken as 

seriously as any other violation of the law. Unfortunately, compromise is no solution to 

this problem, and that is proven by a matter of fact. President Ronald Reagan attempted 

this with the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986, also known as the Simpson 

Mazzoli Act. This promised everyone security, enforcement, and comfort by providing 

amnesty to current illegals. This clearly failed and nearly two decades later, our country 

is still facing the same issue, but only now is it so much worse. Compromising will not 

prevent illegal migration, but it will make it even more normalized which is the exact 

opposite of what we are trying to do. 

 Visas are granted as a way for foreigners to get the American experience. Many 

people however, have begun to take advantage of this, and overstay their visas as an 

easier approach to illegal immigration. Last year, 1.4% of visa users never returned to 

their original country.This may not seem like a whole lot, but in retrospect, the numbers 

add up fast, and at this incline, there is no promise next year’s visa overstay rates will 

be as seemingly low as this year’s. It is also a tragic fact that two of the September 11th 

attackers were only in this country on overstayed visas. This is the seventh consecutive 

year that the entry accounts and exit accounts of visas did not align. Even still, this 

issue doesn’t receive the same amount of thought or attention as some of the more 

prevalent immigration issues. Prior to receiving their granted travel card, a visa 

applicant should be required to post a bond. This calls for proof of a valid credit card, 

payment of a minimum process fee, and permission to allow a hold on the card in the 

amount of the bond. If at the correct time of exit, the visa user has complied to all of the 

United States’ laws and abided by our immigration rules, the hold shall be lifted. If not, 

and the alien overstays, that money will automatically and electronically be forfeited to 

the US Treasury, where those funds will be directly put to very good use for things like 

enforcement tracking of that individual, border wall construction, and patrol agents.  

 Our nation is facing a huge problem, and it has to be fixed. Every single day, we 

are putting ourselves at risk as immigrants are finding dozens of ways to sneak 

themselves into the United States of America. We need to unite, not as democrats and 

republicans but as hearty Americans to take action and protect the nation we can all 

agree to love. I believe the first step in ending this nationwide crisis is building a border 

wall, followed by proving our understanding of the seriousness of this issue by no longer 

allowing undocumented aliens live by our rights and creating a stronger form of tracking 

and punishment in the visa application process. It is vital however that we remember we 

are founded off immigrants and everyone deserves their shot at the American dream… 

but only if it is done so in a way that is respectful to our sensible requirements. The 



immigration policy undoubtedly needs improvement, but I believe the only way to do so 

in the values of an American is by proceeding in ways of pro-enforcement AND pro-

immigration.  


